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NEA Big Read 
Library Partners

New Hampshire Humanities connects people and ideas by funding and supporting statewide 
programs that inspire curiosity, foster civil dialogue, and explore big questions.

grow & diversify
IMPROVING AND BUILDING OUR PROGRAMMING   
To understand and articulate the impact our programs have on audiences, we will 
evaluate all programming and implement the findings using an iterative impact 

process based on our mission and vision. By doing this, we will expand our audience and support 
other statewide organizations that align with our mission.

sustain & strengthen
STRENGTHENING RESOURCES TO ENABLE US TO 
SUSTAINABLY FULFILL OUR MISSION
We will diversify funding through sponsorship and program-focused funding, 

reestablish our connection to core supporters, attract new supporters, and diversify 
funding with national level grants.

amplify & advocate 
EVOLVING OUR MESSAGING AND MEDIUMS TO 
AMPLIFY OUR IMPACT
By honing our messaging and storytelling, we will increase the ability of our  

partners, supporters, Board of Directors, and staff to advocate for New Hampshire Humanities.

lead & collaborate 
SYSTEMATICALLY BUILDING TIES BETWEEN 
ORGANIZATIONS TO CREATE A HUMANITIES NETWORK
New Hampshire Humanities will lead and grow a network of humanities 

organizations in the state. Our success will mean the priorities and needs of the network are 
clear, and that we are unified in our advocacy. In doing so, we will be understood as a facilitator 
of the state’s humanities network, supporting and strengthening the community of people doing 
humanities work in the Granite State.

Our Strategic Goals • 2023-2026

New Hampshire Humanities (NHH) programs are made possible in part by a grant from the 
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH). Any views, findings, conclusions or recommend- 
ations expressed in this these programs do not necessarily represent those of the NEH or NHH.
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As we share this report on the successes of 2023 and 
honor New Hampshire Humanities’ 50th birthday, there is so 
much to celebrate! I hope you had the opportunity to attend 
one of the statewide Big Read events last fall, watched one of 
the monthly Humanities@Home programs, joined your library 
or historical society to take part in a Humanities to Go program, 
applied for a Community Project Grant – or have benefited 
from the literacy or book groups that New Hampshire 
Humanities supports. Our staff and Board of Directors remain 
profoundly grateful for your statewide humanities support. 
You provide financial backing, creative ideas, encouragement, 
enthusiasm, and partnership.

We know that investing in the humanities is investing in 
our communities and our citizens. Your generosity allows New 
Hampshire Humanities to focus on our mission and vision. 
Last year, we made possible over 1,000 free programs to over 
33,000 people in 181 New Hampshire communities. We did this 
through the efforts of New Hampshire Humanities’ dedicated staff, Board, and over 400 in-state partner organizations. 
Partnering with and supporting other New Hampshire humanities organizations is one of our top priorities. Bringing diverse 
and accessible humanities programs to thousands across New Hampshire every year is another. 

New Hampshire Humanities used the pandemic to accelerate our existing efforts to better incorporate digital and online 
programming into our repertoire. Humanities programming should be as close as your computer and as connected as your 
smartphone. After listening to you, we also broadened our programming to explore the burning questions of our time, the past 
of communities not well represented in New Hampshire, and the literature that has opened our eyes to other ways of thinking, 
all in spaces where people can talk with one another and hear what other people have to say. 

After 50 years in your community, New Hampshire Humanities still inspires curiosity, fosters civil dialogue, and explores 
big questions. Why? Because we believe in a future where people come together to learn 
about themselves and others, appreciate hearing different perspectives, and promote the 
common good. While the future always remains uncertain, New Hampshire Humanities is 
even more dedicated to providing timely content, engaging speakers who can contextualize 
and ground topics in factual history, and helping people go beyond mere numbers to 
understand the human beings behind them. 

				    Thank you for being on this journey with us!

			    		         

				    Marcia Schmidt Blaine, Chair 
				    New Hampshire Humanities Board of Directors

From our Chair
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L AST YEAR 
NEW HAMPSHIRE HUMANITIES MADE POSSIBLE 

1,206 FREE
P U B L I C H U M A N I T I E S  P R O G R A M S

REACHING 33,470
RESIDENTS IN MORE THAN
181 COMMUNITIES
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 

414 ORGANIZATIONS

Marcia Schmidt Blaine



Humanities@Work 

Three years ago, in response to the 
pandemic and the cancellation of our 
in-person programming, New Hampshire 
Humanities began hosting a new series 
of virtual presentations: Humanities@
Home. Since that time, we have seen 
astonishing participation in these 
online programs from all corners of 
the Granite State and beyond! In 2023, 
1,200 participants tuned in from their 
living rooms, outdoors, workplaces, and 
even their cars! Many of our presenters 
grant permission for the programs to be 
recorded, furthering our ability to share 
with additional participants through our 
website, YouTube channel, and beyond.

International Conflict: Think Globally and 
Act Locally? Dr. Erik Cleven (Aug. 2022)

Coming to America: Two Perspectives 
On Asylum Behishta Sadaat, Clement 
Kugugu, Dr. Melinda Negrón-Gonzales
(Sept. 2022)

Humanities@Home 

Humanities@Work, now in its sixth year, brings 
high-quality, innovative humanities programs 
from the Humanities to Go speakers bureau (see next page) into corporate and 
nonprofit workplaces around the state. Through Humanities@Work, employers 
can choose from a list of available Humanities to Go offerings or request 
customized programs to fit their needs. 

Our programs can be used as part of team-building exercises, diversity 
training, or personal development and enrichment efforts. In 2023 our 
programs brought life-enhancing humanities content to workplaces 
throughout New Hampshire, impacting hundreds of employees. Humanities@

Work was a recent recipient of the Best of Business Award from the NH Business Review for “Best Way to 
Bring Culture Into the Workplace.”

 

HUMANITIES TO GO - AT HOME & WORK

A Conversation with Atifete Jahjaga, 
Former President of Kosovo (Sept. 2022)

180 Years of New Hampshire Hospital  
Dr. Paul Shagoury (Nov. 2022)

New Hampshire on Skis 
By Professor E. John B. Allen (Dec. 2022)

Rescue Board: The Untold Story of 
America’s Efforts to Save the Jews of 
Europe Rebecca Erbelding (Jan. 2023)

Lift Every Voice and Swing! 
Vaughn A. Booker, Jr., Ph.D. (Feb. 2023)

What Your “Moder” Gave You: Fears and 
Fantasies of Maternal Heredity 
in Medieval England
Dr. Samantha Seal (March 2023)

Stories of South Asian America  
Dr. Preeti Singh (April 2023)

Uncovering LGBTQ+ Histories in NH
Dr. Holly Cashman (May 2023)

Elizabeth Gurley Flynn: 
Behind the Headlines 
Dr. Lara Vapnek (July 2023)

Beginning at the End: Andrew Krivak’s 
The Bear and Postapocalyptic Fiction 
in the American Century 
Dr. Brent Bellamy (Sept. 2023)

 

“I rarely drive at night anymore, so virtual programs 
break the isolation and offer a richness that I would 
otherwise miss out on.” - Humanities@Home attendee

nhhumanities.org/HAH

"Informative, fun, interactive– we cannot say enough positive things about Humanities@Work! It was a 
great way to enjoy time together as a team, be educated in a subject we are all interested in, and support 
an organization that we think so highly of. Well done, New Hampshire Humanities!"  
- New Hampshire Employer nhhumanities.org/HAW  
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Humanities to Go
Through Humanities to Go (HTG), our statewide speakers bureau, nonprofit organizations and community groups can offer high 
quality cultural programming that is free and open to the public. In 2023, we sponsored a total of 670 HTG programs that were 
attended by 11,007 people in 166 communities. In our 50th year, we added seven new speakers and dozens of new programs 
to our catalog (see below). These programs explore diverse topics such as the Granite State’s natural and cultural treasures; art, 
music, architecture, and poetry; and the unexpected stories that make the place we live uniquely New Hampshire.

“All of your programs bring great value to the state and constitute the organization’s greatest strength. 
Of all these programs, the one that probably reaches the most people in an accessible way is the ever-
changing Humanities to Go–an avenue that truly connects people with ideas.”

Now Who Shall Judge the Indians? How 500 
Years of Colonization Has Impacted the Abenaki 
Peoples of NH and the Northeast  
(Anne Jennison)

1623: The Untold Story of New Hampshire’s 
Founding Family (J. Dennis Robinson)

Banishing Audience Demons and Reader Ghosts 
Through Mindful Writing (Alexandra Peary)

Beginner’s Mind for Writing: How to Start 
Anything through Mindful Writing  
(Alexandra Peary)

Burnt into Memory: How Brownfield Faced the Fire 
(Jo Radner)

Corbin’s Animal Garden (Mary Kronenwetter)

Covered Bridges of New Hampshire - Past and 
Present (Kim Varney Chandler)

Drawing Community: Creating Comics from 
Shared Stories (Marek Bennett)

Extreme Survival: Lessons From Those Who 
Have Triumphed Against All Odds  
(Michael J. Tougias)

Gluskabe: The Magical, Powerful Culture Hero 
Central to Wabanaki Storytelling 
(Anne Jennison)

Henry Dearborn — From Captain to Cabinet 
Secretary (George Morrison)

Historic Lighthouses and Keepers of NH & 
Southern Maine (Jeremy D'Entremont)

History and Mystery: A Genealogy Starter Guide 
(Erin E. Moulton)

How the Working-Class Home Became Modern, 
1900-1940 (Thomas Hubka)

HUMANITIES TO GO SPEAKERS BUREAU

The Old Man: His Life and Legacy  
(Inez McDermott)
 
The Rabble Rousing: Mary Harris Jones  
(Judith Black)

The Salem Witchcraft Trials and ‘Moldy Bread’: 
A Case Study in Fake News (Margo Burns)

The Strange Case of the Laconia: A WWII Story 
of Disaster, Survival and Cover-Up 
(Michael J. Tougias)

Walking in the Woods with Robert Frost: Seeing 
Nature through the Words of America's Most-
loved Poet (Jeffrey Zygmont)

What the Declaration of Independence 
Offers U.S. Social Movements (Meg Mott)

Who Was John Stark? (George Morrison)

Words and Pictures: Exploring Ekphrastic Poetry 
(Maura MacNeil and Inez McDermott)
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- Humanities to Go attendee

HTG host organizations who responded 
to a 2023 survey report that:

• 29% have program budgets under $1K 
• 49% have program budgets under $2K
• 68% have program budgets under $5K
• 74% have program budgets under $10K

“We would not be able to have 
anywhere near the number of 
programs without New Hampshire 
Humanities. We have no staff, only 
unpaid volunteers. This helps us bring 
in speakers to our library that we 
would otherwise not be able to afford!”

Introduction to Frank Lloyd Wright and NH's 
Usonian Architecture (Jane Oneail)

Lafayette and the Farewell Tour: Odyssey 
of an American Idol (Alan R. Hoffman)

Late in Arriving, How Electricity Changed Rural 
New Hampshire Life (Steve Taylor)

Live Free or Die: The Contested History of the 
Words on your License Plate (Dan Billin)

Maple, New Hampshire’s Medicine of Connection 
(Damian Costello)

Murder in Plain Sight? An Abenaki/Settler 
Mystery on the New England Frontier  
(Damian Costello)

Norman Rockwell: Inclusion, Exclusion & 
Representing America (Jane Oneail)

Robert Frost on the Farm: New Hampshire 
Farming in 1900, as Told by the Poet  
(Jeffrey Zygmont)

Saturday Morning Cartoons: Bugs Bunny, 
Bullwinkle, and Big Business in the 1960s 
(Margo Burns)

Sinking of the USS Indianapolis: Disaster and 
Survival in WWII (Michael Tougias)

The Evolution of Jazz: Seacoast New 
Hampshire’s Contribution (Charles Jennison)

The Hidden History of Lake Winnipesaukee
(Glenn A. Knoblock)

The History of the Kancamagus Highway 
(Glenn A. Knoblock)

The Mammoth Road: NH Folk Tales as an 
Avenue to Local History and Culture  
(Erin E. Moulton)

nhhumanities.org/HTG



Community Project Grants Awarded

MAJOR GRANTS (up to $10,000) 

AMERICAN FRIENDS OF LAFAYETTE
The Bicentennial Commemoration of 
Lafayette’s 1824-25 Farewell Tour: Visits 
to Cities and Towns in New Hampshire	
			   $10,000.00 

BLACK HERITAGE TRAIL OF NEW 
HAMPSHIRE
Bringing It Back: Conversations 
We Still Need		  $8,975.00 

CANTERBURY SHAKER VILLAGE, INC.
Recalling Childhood at Canterbury 
Shaker Village		  $10,000.00 

CITY OF DOVER
Indigenous People and Place Recognition 
Initiative		  $10,000.00 

COMMUNITY LITERACY CENTER, 
UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
Multilingual Book Clubs: Connecting 
Communities Through Literature and 
Language		  $8,279.00 

COOK MEMORIAL LIBRARY
One Book, One Valley 2023: The Bear
			   $5,127.00 

MUSEUM OF THE WHITE 
MOUNTAINS
An Enduring Presence: The Old Man  
of the Mountain 		  10,000.00 

NH CIVICS
2024 Treat Lecture Series	 $10,000.00 

NH TELEPHONE MUSEUM
NH Telephone Museum Traveling Trunks
			   $5,000.00 

PLYMOUTH STATE UNIVERSITY
National History Day 	 $10,000.00 

STRAWBERY BANKE MUSEUM
Dawnland StoryFest: NH’s Indigenous 
Storytelling Festival 	 $7,500.00 

TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM 
City of Nashua Yom HaShoah Observance
			   $3,000.00

MINI GRANTS (up to $2,000)

AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE 
MUSEUM
American Independence Festival
			   $2,000.00 

ANDOVER HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Richard Potter:  A Celebration and 
Commemoration		  $2,000.00 

HAMPTON FALLS FREE PUBLIC 
LIBRARY
All Together Now! Community Read: 
Braiding Sweetgrass	 $2,000.00 

JAFFREY PUBLIC LIBRARY
Humanities Scholar in Residence
			   $2,000.00 

KIMBALL JENKINS
No Bears Film Screening and 
Intergenerational Panel Discussion		
			   $2,000.00 
MACDOWELL
Alanis Obomsawin at MacDowell's 
Medal Day 		  $2,000.00 

MT. KEARSARGE INDIAN MUSEUM
Nebizun: Water is Life	 $2,000.00 

NEW HAMPSHIRE TELEPHONE 
MUSEUM	
Travelling Trunks Program	$2,000.00 

SAINT ANSELM COLLEGE
Our Fire is Stronger Than Your Bombs
			   $1,500.00 

SAINT ANSELM COLLEGE
Dawnland: Recovery of New England's 
Indigenous History	 $1,700.00 

SUNAPEE HERITAGE ALLIANCE
Building Community through Oral History
			   $2,000.00 

TEMPLE ISRAEL
Back to Shul Fest		 $2,000.00 

THEATRE KAPOW
Expanding the Canon: A play reading 
circle 			   $1,500.00 

THEATRE KAPOW
Expanding the Canon: 
A play reading circle 4	 $1,800.00 

UPPER VALLEY ARTS
Study Guide for Passion in a Pandemic: 
Making Opera at Hanover High School
 			   $2,000.00 
WARNER HOUSE
Carriage House Macpheadris Exhibit & 
Speakers 	 	 $1,500.00 

WORLD FELLOWSHIP CENTER
“To Supply the Entire World with Plenty”: 
Stories From New Hampshire’s Labor 
History	 		  $1,000.00
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AMOUNT AWARDED BY REGION:
Region			       Grant 
			   Amount	
Dartmouth-Lake Sunapee	  13,000	
Lakes Total		   25,127	
Merrimack Valley Total	  33,500	
Monadnock Total		     4,000	
Seacoast Total		   42,254	
White Mountains Total	    1,000	
One out-of-state org 	  10,000 
working in NH	  	

Grand Total	              $128,881	

AMOUNT AWARDED BY COUNTY:
County 			    Amount 
			   awarded
Carroll			       6,127
Cheshire			      2,000
Grafton			     22,000
Hillsborough		    11,500
Merrimack		    33,000
Rockingham		    23,975
Strafford			    18,279
Sullivan			       2,000
[one out of state org]	   10,000

Grand Total	              $128,881

AMOUNT AWARDED BY DISTRICT:
NH-01 			   $53,881
NH-02 			   $65,000

Grand Total	              $128,881

New Hampshire Humanities’ Community Project Grants support creative and engaging public humanities programs that advance 
New Hampshire’s cultural networks and provide opportunities for residents of all ages to learn about our communities and world.

www.nhhumanities.org/Grants

COMMUNITY PROJECT GRANTS
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New Hampshire Humanities awarded 
a Major Community Project Grant to 
the Historical Society of Cheshire 
County (HSCC) to support the creation 
of a short documentary on the life of 
a local progressive reformer, Jennie 
Belle Powers. Powers was a visionary 
trailblazer for the Keene Humane 
Society between 1903 and 1936 and 
one of New Hampshire’s first female 
deputy sheriffs. The documentary, 
Jennie B. Powers: The Woman Who Dares, 
used Powers’ life to explore the role of 
women reformers during the Progressive 
Era as well as early 20th century social 
issues, including animal cruelty, family 
violence, and poverty. 

Jennie Belle Powers: 
     The Woman Who Dares

“Thank you for this 
video about the life 
and work of this 
remarkable woman. 
I’m just blown away 
she was able to 
accomplish what she 
did in her day.” 

“Your movie is a work of art 
I could not have imagined. 
You did a wonderful job 
imagining and coordinating 
the skilled crew of artists 
and crafts people who 
contributed what must have 
seemed like endless hours 
cobbling this all together. The 
research, the photographs 
and documentation, the 
masterful puppets, the 
music, oh, so much detail. 
This is a contribution to the 
Historical Society of Cheshire 
County that will know few 
equals and I warmly offer my 
enthusiastic applause.” 

COMMUNITY PROJECT GRANTS

The film premiered on March 13, 
2022, to a sold-out crowd of 125 
people at the Colonial Theatre’s new 
Showroom theater in downtown Keene. 
Following its release, it was shown at 
two additional venues in Keene, and 
broadcast premiered on New Hampshire 
Public Television and Vermont Public 
Television throughout the year. 

Since its premier, Jennie B. Powers has 
increased Keene residents’ awareness 
of Power’s life and the impact that her 
work had on families and animals in 
the Monadnock region. The Historical 
Society created a high school curriculum 
on Powers, humane societies in New 
Hampshire, and the Progressive Era, 
which is available on both NH Public 
Television’s and HSCC’s websites. Third 
grade teachers in Keene showed the 
film to introduce students to their local 
history unit and a staff member’s own 
child came home talking about how 
important it is to take care of pets 
because “that is what Jennie B. Powers 
teaches us.” Middle school students 
study Powers’ life and debate whether 
she can be defined as an “American 

hero.” Local churches, senior living 
facilities, and organizations continue 
to request presentations on her life 
in New Hampshire and Vermont. Over 
a hundred years after she worked to 
reform life in the Monadnock region, 

Jennie Powers continues to impact the 
area, as more people, children, and 
adults, learn about the “woman who 
dared” through this Community Project 
Grant-funded project.  

“Congratulations on a 
wonderful short look 
into the amazing life 
and accomplishments of 
Jennie. I think everyone 
enjoyed and learned a 
bit of our past through 
the detailed journals and 
pictures left by Jennie.” 

Jennie B. Powers: The Woman Who Dares

www.nhhumanities.org/Grants



2023 NH Big Read
    Featuring Andrew Krivak’s The Bear

Thank you to our 
Big Read partners for 
donating $39,986.85 in 
in-kind contributions. 

BELKNAP COUNTY
   Laconia Public Library 
   Sanbornton Public Library 
   Gilford Public Library
   Meredith Public Library

CARROLL COUNTY
   Cook Memorial Library
   Bartlett Public Library
   Jackson Public Library
   Moultonborough Public Library
   Conway Public Library
   Freedom Public Library
   Samuel H. Wentworth Library

CHESHIRE COUNTY
   Ingalls Memorial Library
   Walpole Town Library 
   Jaffrey Public Library
   Richmond Public Library
   Gilsum Public Library

COOS COUNTY
   Weeks Memorial Library
   Colebrook Public Library 

GRAFTON COUNTY
   Lincoln Public Library   
   Bethlehem Public Library

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
   George H. Bixby Memorial Library
   Peterborough Town Library 
   Mansfield Public Library
   Manchester City Library
   Wilton Public and Gregg Free Library
   Bedford Public Library 
   New England College Library       	
   (Manchester) 
   Aaron Cutler Memorial Library
   Whipple Free Library
   George H. and Ella M. Rodgers 	   	
      Memorial Library
   Mason Public Library

MERRIMACK COUNTY
   Hall Memorial Library
   Tracy Memorial Library 
   New England College Library (Henniker)
   Hooksett Library
   Concord Hospital Medical Library

ROCKINGHAM COUNTY
   Leach Library 
   Plaistow Public Library
   Colby Memorial Library
   Chesley Memorial Library
   The Derry Public Library
   Philbrick-James Library 
   Gale Library 
   Hampstead Public Library 

STRAFFORD COUNTY
   Barrington Public Library 
   Dover Public Library 

SULLIVAN COUNTY
   Plainfield Libraries-Meriden and  
   Philip Read Memorial 
 
OTHER PARTNERS
   Center for the Book at the 
      NH State Library 
   NH State Council on the Arts
   Gibson’s Bookstore 
   McAuliffe-Shepard Discovery Center    	
   Family Connections Center of the NH  	
      Department of Corrections
   NH Public Radio

Over 3,000 Granite Staters came together to read, think, and understand our shared New Hampshire story 
through The Bear by Andrew Krivak, New Hampshire Humanities’ selection for our 2023 Big Read. Through 
this statewide read, we harnessed the power of literature to create meaningful conversations, celebrate local 
creativity, and build stronger connections in our communities through literature.

We all have our differences, from  
politics to education, lived experiences to 
opportunities, religion to socioeconomics. In 
these polarizing times, can anything bridge 
the seemingly endless things that divide 
us? The answer lies in the humanities, and 
for three months in the fall of 2023, more 
than 3,000 Granite Staters had a piece of 
literature in common. Through The Bear by 
Andrew Krivak, New Hampshire Humanities’ 
selection for our 2023 Big Read, we brought 
communities together and engaged 
generations of Granite Staters in meaningful 
conversation about our shared world 
through free public programs that blend the 
humanities with arts and science.

In 2023, NHH was one of 62 organiz-
ations nationwide awarded a $20,000 Big 
Read grant from the National Endowment 
for the Arts. Through our statewide read, we 
harnessed the power of literature to create 

meaningful conversations, celebrate local 
creativity, and build stronger connections in 
Granite State communities. More importantly, 
we challenged readers to consider the 
importance of intergenerational storytelling, 
our complicated relationship with the 
environment, and how to prepare for an 

unknown future through this novel.
Working in collaboration with 109 partner 

organizations, including 48 libraries and their 
community partners from all 10 counties of 
the state, we provided more than 1,700 books 
and facilitated 137 free events across New 
Hampshire from September-November 2023. 
These events included more than 50 book 
discussions, as well as other free community 
events that creatively responded to ideas and 
themes in The Bear, including nature hikes, 
indigenous tool demonstrations, wilderness 
survival and painting classes, lectures on 
animal life, dramatic reenactments, and poetry 
readings. “I found the entire Big Read program 
to be rich and rewarding. The breadth of related 
programming, bridging multiple disciplines and 
bringing together people who otherwise would 
not connect over a single topic, was inspiring,” 
reflected one participant after attending a free 
planetarium show inspired by The Bear and 
created in partnership with McAuliffe-Shepard 
Discovery Center.  
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believe it helps counter some of the 
divisions the world seems focused 
on.” Participants involved in Big 
Read programming reported feeling 
more connected to other individuals 
engaging with The Bear. They also 
relayed feeling a deeper connection to 
their local libraries and communities. 
Most importantly, they described 
the connection to others across New 
Hampshire were engaging in the 
larger, statewide Big Read community created by this one piece 
of literature. Anne Meyers, Director of the Philbrick- James 
Library in Deerfield, said it best when asked to reflect on the 
impact the Big Read had on her community.  

“This program strengthened our community by allowing 
us to look outside our own four walls and be a part of a larger 
statewide effort, while in direct community with each other. 
The book discussion brought out people who we haven’t seen 
inside the library. It also connected children and adults…  
When our library is involved with a New Hampshire Humanities 
program, it brings people into the library because residents 
desire quality intellectual stimulation without having to drive 
to the next larger community.” 

We would like to thank all of our partners for their 
participation in and support of our inaugural Big Read. You 
have reaffirmed that literature, even in this time of splintered 
affiliations, can bring people together 
to share their opinions, both similar and 
dissimilar, in a community of learning and 
understanding. 

NHH leveraged our established program areas to not only 
provide free, high quality, humanities programs across the 
state, but also fulfill our mission of connecting people with 
ideas and each other. Perspectives, our public book discussion 
program provided 28 partner libraries with a scholar-led 
discussion free of charge, alleviating their budgetary or staffing 
constraints. Connections, our adult literacy program, extended 
Big Read programming to incarcerated parents looking to 
maintain relationships with their children through literature 
while in state prison, and Humanities@Home, our virtual 
lecture series, provided an accessible pathway for older adults, 
those with young children, or anyone housebound to engage 

in our programming. “I rarely drive at night anymore, so virtual 
programs break that isolation and offer a richness I would 
otherwise miss out on,” shared one participant after attending 
a Big Read virtual presentation.   

What these numbers and accomplishments don’t show 
is the way this book made people feel. After attending the 
author talk and discussion with Andrew Krivak, one participant 
reflected “There is something very comforting about knowing 
so many of us are sharing this experience, and I really 

NEA Big Read is a program of National Endowment 
for the Arts in Partnership with Arts Midwest.
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A Sampler of New Hampshire Stories in Song
May 18, 2023, The Showroom, Keene
Presented by Tom Curren
 

Tom Curren took us on a 
musical journey through New 
Hampshire’s past as he shared 
songs that explore the land, 
people, traditions, and unique 
cultures that have shaped the 
Granite State.

Stories of Place: A Year in the Life of  
Mount Washington
May 24, 2023, Littleton Opera House, Littleton  
Presented by Dan Szczesny

Mount Washington –home of 
the world’s worst weather – is 
more than just a rock pile; it’s 
the cultural and natural soul 
of climbers and tourists from 
around the world. Dan Szczesny 
shared his exploration of the 
heart of the White Mountains and the culture, characters, and 
colors of this remarkable place.

The Shire – An Exploration of NH Through 
Contemporary Dance, Excerpts & Investigation
June 28, 2023, Plainfield Town Hall, Plainfield 
Performed by NSquared Dance and presented by NH Dance Collaborative

Weaving together the 
natural beauty, history, 
and culture of New 
Hampshire’s seven regions, 
The Shire, performed 
by NH-based NSquared 
Dance, explored the 

Granite State through movement and contemporary dance. 
A deep appreciation for New Hampshire is reflected in the 
costume design, compositional elements, and the dancers, 
all of whom are native to the state. With reverence for our 
past, the production illuminates the changes through dance 
“snapshots” of our evolving regions. 

3

Wisdom Keeping: Abenaki Stories and 
Storytelling Traditions
May 3, 2023, Strawbery Banke Visitors Center, Portsmouth
Presented by Anne Jennison   

Traditional Abenaki 
stories are, and have 
always been, for all 
ages and communities. 
Anne Jennison, a 
traditional Northeast 
Woodlands Native 
American storyteller of 
European and Abenaki 

heritage, shared some of the stories that tell of the world's 
creation, the aki (land), nebi (water), first awaasak (animal 
people), and first alnobak (human beings), to teach us how to 
live in balance with one another.

Storytelling on Film: A Screening of 
Lost Boundaries
May 10, 2023, Red River Theatres, Concord
Presented by Lawrence Benaquist

Based on the true story of 
Dr. Albert Johnston, a Black 
man and his family who 
passed as white in early-
20th-century Keene – until 
they didn't – Lost Boundaries 
illustrates New Hampshire's 
complicated history of 
racial passing. Lawrence Benaquist, Professor Emeritus of 
Keene State College, led a community discussion about the 
groundbreaking Hollywood film that depicted how this family 
dealt with the humiliation of discrimination and segregation. 

Granite State Humanities “Roadshow”
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SPEC IAL SER IES

Rather than a large gala, what would have been our fall 2022 Annual 
Celebration was reimagined as a statewide “humanities roadshow” 
the following spring, allowing us to visit distinct areas and reconnect 
with friends and supporters. In this memorable and moving series, we 
celebrated the diversity of storytelling in the Granite State  – through 
dance, oral traditions, film, song, and travelogue. 

The 2023 Humanities Roadshow was generously sponsored by

Additional support for the Concord event was provided by 
Andrea Williamson, Financial Advisor, Edward Jones.

nhhumanities.org/Roadshow



popular civil rights song, 
“We Shall Overcome,” led by 
the guitar of Connections 
facilitator Carolyn Hutton, 
and continued long after 
the book discussions by 
students like Tom and Alicia 
(pictured at right). Through 
these songs, hands-on 
demonstrations with voting, 
and their books, Pathways 
students explored how 
women, African Americans, 
Native Americans, and 
individuals with disabilities 
secured the right to vote, and 
ultimately made their voices heard in our democracy. Students 
culminated their Connections book discussion with a letter 
to Governor Chris Sununu about the issues that were most 
important to them as engaged voters of New Hampshire.  

Finally, adult English as Second Language students at Salem 
Continuing Education used the story of Jonathan Daniels, a 
Keene native and civil rights activist killed in 1965 while 
shielding a young African American girl from gunfire, to 

explore the ways in which bias, 
prejudice, and stereotypes have 
fueled historic examples of hate-
based violence. Students grappled 
with questions from the text and 
from Daniel’s life including: Is it 
possible to have a world or country 
without violence? Are you brave? 
Can one person make a difference 
in the world? Does Jonathan 
Daniels’ story leave you with hope 
or despair? For Ayse, originally 
from Turkey, this Connections book 

and its discussion created ripple effects reaching far beyond 
learning English or American history, emerging as a way to 
educate her own children for the future. “We learned a lot 
from the book. We didn’t know some words. It’s good for our 
class to talk with our children. How can we explain this book 
if you don’t know the words? We need to teach kids history. 
They will learn in school. Parents are the most important in 
their life. I like to help my kids. This book will do that.” 
 

nhhumanities.org/Connections

With instances of hate and violence consuming our media, 
can literature– even in the simplest of picture books– play 
a unique role in fostering empathy and understanding? For 
an afterschool youth program, a night class for individuals 
with disabilities, and a class of New Americans learning 
about the complexities of American history, the answer was 
a resounding yes! With support from the United We Stand: 
Connecting through Culture initiative from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, the Connections adult literacy 
program used literature as a medium to foster cross-cultural 
understanding and empathy; deepen understanding of our 
state and national history; and shine a light on hate-based 
violence and the ways that bias, prejudice, and stereotypes 

impact our 
everyday lives. 

Students 
participating in 
the Amiko Youth 
program at the 
Southern NH 
Center for New 
Americans (CNA) 
in Manchester 

get afterschool support with homework, making friends, 
and learning English. They are also having fun and growing 
into empowered young people. Generally, these students are 
the children of refugees and immigrants living in the city; 
many are first generation Americans themselves. For Jamie 
Pendleton, Associate Director at the CNA, she saw Connections 
and the books from the program’s United We Stand reading 
list as a way to not only fulfill the goals of the CNA, but also 
teach deeper and more important lessons to her students. 
She shared, “The benefit of the Connections books stretches 
beyond reading comprehension skills. It weaves social and 
emotional learning throughout the lessons and story themes. 
All students developed the value of respect because of 
these meaningful book discussions. It is a truly humbling yet 
inspiring experience for the children.”  

In Salem, individuals with disabilities at the Nancy Carney 
Pathways for Extended Learning Program used a series 
of Connections books to better understand the history of 
voting rights in America. With limited options available for 
individuals with cognitive or intellectual disabilities after 
they leave public schools, Pathways and Connections provide 
valuable opportunities for them to practice social skills and 
create community through literature. Guiding each book 
discussion was music, from women’s suffragists songs to the 
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Teaching Tolerance: 
Building Bridges Through Books

CONNECT IONS  ADULT L ITERACY PROGRAM



Gifts to our Annual Fund - Thank you! 
Hundreds of free public programs are made available each year through the support of our generous donors. Thank you to the 
following for helping us bring the power of the humanities to the citizens of New Hampshire with gifts made between July 1, 2022 
and October 31, 2023. Circle donors giving unrestricted support of $1,000 or more are listed in bold.

Evan Czyzowski
Herb & Rosemary D’Arcy
Phyllis & Ralph Danko
The Leslie Center for the Humanities  	
   at Dartmouth College
Heidi Dawidoff
Heidi Dawidoff in memory of 
   Joan Hanchet
Hilda L. De Moya
William Dean
Thomas & Dorcas Deans
Dell Technologies
Denise Desrosiers
Ms. Denise Desrosiers &  
   Mr. David Solomon
Janet & George DeVito
Pam Van Arsdale & Bob Dewey
Jay & Toni Dinkel
Bonnie Doherty
James J. Doherty
Nancy S. Donnelly
Lynn Douillette in memory of 	    	
   Dwight S. Haynes
Larry Drake
Penelope B. Drooker
Hugh & Elizabeth Dubrulle
Anna F. Duke
Donna & Andrew Dunn
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Dunn, Jr.
The Richard & Linda Dyer Charitable  	
   Gift Fund of Fidelity Charitable
Dr. Tarek El-Ariss
Judith Eliasberg
Katharine Eneguess
Robert & Alfrieda Englund
Stephen W. Ensign
Mary Fanelli
Edward & Mary Jane Farmlett
Ingrid Farrell
Sallie Fellows
Michael K. Ferber
Betty & Tino Fernandes Charitable Fund
Glenda & Ed Fischer
Woodbury & Christine Fogg
John & Maggie Ford
Susan Ford
Ed & Ruth Fowler
Ms. Elizabeth Fox
Eileen Fox & Thomas B. Getz
Barbara G. Francis
Barbara G. Francis in memory of 	
   Thomas MacKay Francis
Franconia Area Heritage Council
Nancy Frankel
Ivor W. & Barbara Freeman
Susan & Kevin Frewert
Richard & Ann Friedman
Patricia Frisella
Mary Frost
Shelley Frost
The Geoffrey E. Clark & Martha Fuller 	
   Clark Fund of the NH  	     	
   Charitable Foundation
Helen Kay Galloway in honor of 	
   Harold & Helen Galloway
Kris Garcia
Lexi Garcia
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Garvin
Annie & Paul Gasowski
Wayne & Louise Gehman
Reed Gelzer
Stephen & Luane Genest
Capt. Robert H. Gile USNR (Ret.)
Nicholas & Nancy Girgus
Bill & Hansi Glahn

Tim Glover
Anna Goettle
The Goettle Family Fund of 	   	
   Fidelity Charitable
Jason Goldstein & Jennifer Gerber   
   in honor of the hard working staff 	
   at New Hampshire Humanities
Jason Goldstein in honor of  
   Michael Haley Goldman
Robert Goodby & Tracy Botting
Nancy Goodell
George Goodloe
Ms. Cheryl Goodwin
Gary & Gail Gordon
Courtney Gray Tanner
The Greenspan Foundation
Christine Gustafson in memory of
   Denise Askins
Dr. Christine A. Gustafson
Wilhelmina Gustavson
Mary Ann Haagen & Charles DePuy
Kent Hackmann
Derek Haddad
Dennis & Elizabeth Hager
Michael & Kathryn Haley Goldman
Maryann M. Hamilton
Bob & Margaret Hamm
Doris & Mark Hampton
Laurie Harding & Peter Mason
Ruth Harlow
George D. Harrington
Mr. David W. Harris
Lou Ann Harris
David Hart
Meredith Hatch
Phil Hatcher & Peggy Kieschnick
Susan & Jim Hatem
Judy Haynes in memory of  
   Dwight S. Haynes
Maryellen H. Haynes
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Head
Elizabeth Healy
Robin & Calann Hertel
Richard & Shirley Hesse
Peter & Adair Heyl
Mr. & Mrs. Donald B. Hinman
Charlotte Hitchcock
Mr. Patrick Hodgson
Katherine Hoffman
Sally Hogan
Jim & Elise Hood
Ann M. Howard
Nelson Howard
Thomas Hubka
William C. & Eileen M. Hull
Patricia Hume
J. Beatty & Susan Hunter
Shannon K. Hurley
Sandy Hyslop
Carl & Patricia Ingelstrom
Bill Ingraham
Martin Isaks
Claudia Istel & Grant Taylor
Gordon & Pamela Jackson
Mr. Lee S. Jahnke & 
   Dr. Rosemary A. Zurawel Jahnke
Betsy Janeway in memory of   	    	
   Harold W. Janeway
Ron Janowitz
Al & Irene Jenks
Cornelia Jenness
James R. Jensen
Julie D. Jewett
Dr. Lourdes N. Jiménez &
   Dr. Daniel M. Kervick

Anonymous (44)
Anonymous in honor of the 	    	
   Frost Free Library
Anonymous in memory of 
   Angelo & Mary Cerasuolo
Anonymous in memory of 
   William G. Phippen
David S. Abusamra in memory of 
   Laurel Abusamra
Ann Acheson
The Allen Family
Susan W. Almy
Iris Altilio
Joan R. Ames
Joan R. Ames in memory of Ruth McGhee
Richard & Heather Ames
Ms. K. Sandra S. Anderson & 
   Mr. Reeve C. Williams
Katherine & David Anderson
Patrick & Betsy Anderson in
   memory of Dot Egan
Roberta Arbree & Robert Potter
Emily Archer in memory of 
    Karen Loveland Adey
Emily Archer in memory of 
    Denise Askins, friend & lifelong 	
    heroine of humanities
Ms. Nancy Archibald
John P. Arnold
Lory L. Attalla
Ann Backus
R. & B. Baigert
Ron Bailey
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest L. Bainton, Jr.
Florence Baker
Jeannette & Lee Baker
Bank of America 
Bank of New Hampshire
Dave & Fay Barden
Karin Barndollar
Tim Barretto
Mr. William S. Bartlett, Jr.
Cecily Bastedo
Dorothy Bauer
Deborah Beaudoin
Kathleen Beliveau
Ms. Kathleen Belko
Marek Bennett
Suzan Bennett
Karen Benoit
Mr. Peter Bergh & Ms. Janet Prince
Joyce E. Bewersdorf
Linda & Richard Beyer
Charles & Barbara Bickford,  
   The John Bickford Foundation
Helene & Larry Bickford
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen D. Bill
Christine Bird
Rebecca Elizabeth Biron
Nancy Bishop
John & Pamela Blackford
Marcia Schmidt Blaine & 
   Quentin Blaine
Jan & Bert Bodnar
William S. Boesch
Rebecca & Robert Boisvert
Wally D. Borgen
Donna & Gary Bouchard
The Boulter Family Charitable 	     
   Fund of Fidelity Charitable
Debbie Bowie
Jane D. Bowles
Edward M. Bradley
Daniel Brand
Jane R. Bredeson

Dieter Brill
Barbara Broderick
Vin Broderick in memory of former NH 
   Humanities Trustee, Francis Broderick
Kathy Brodsky
E. Allen & Joanne Brooks
Kevin Brooks
Roger & Carol Brooks
Mr. & Mrs. Allen C. Brown
The Dan Brown Giving Fund
Sarah B. Brown
Tafi Brown
Nancy Brown-McKinney
Mr. Herbert McKinney &
   Ms. Nancy Brown-McKinney in 	
   honor of Steve Taylor
Linda O. Bundy
Kenneth Burt in memory of 	   	
   Sandra E. Burt
Hope Z. Butterworth
The Jack & Dorothy Byrne 	    	
   Foundation of the NH 
   Charitable Foundation
Miriam Cahill-Yeaton
Jeff Camenker in honor of 
   Zachary Camenker
Mr. Zachary S. Camenker
Becki Campbell
Faith Canner in memory of Arnold Canner
Canterbury Historical Society
Richard Adams Carey
Carl Carlsen
Ms. Ann Carper
Judith & Lee Carroll
Esther M. Carstensen
R. Cassels-Brown
Monica Cataldo
John Cerullo
William L. Chapman
Helen Thayer Chapell in memory 	
   of Betty Whitney, Jackson
Deb Chase
Ellen Chase
Nancy L. Cheyne in memory of 	    	
   Claire Ross
Nancy L. Cheyne in memory of 	    	
   Audrey Allen
Laura & Townley Chisholm
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick H. Chormann
Jane H. Christie
Estate of Robert W. Christie
Sharon Churchill
Carolyn Cicciu
Kelli Cicirelli
William & Ki Clough
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Coffin in memory 	
   of David & Rosemary Coffin
Kenneth W. Cogswell
Jeffrey Cohen
John D. Colbath
Makayla Collins
Patricia & John Colony
Angela Connelly
Margaret & Greg Connors
The Bea & Woolsey Conover Fund 
   of the NH Charitable Foundation
Bradford & Kathleen Cook
Peter & Jane Cooke
Edmond Cooley
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Cooper
David & Judy Corbit
Jordan L. Cornog
Couch Family Foundation
Mary & David Cronin
Donald Crowell

2023 I M PACT R E PO RT • J U LY 1, 2022 - O CTO B E R 31, 2023



Johnson & Johnson
Bruce Jolin
Ms. Nanette L. Jones
Phil Jones & Jane Richards-Jones
Robert D. Jones &Margaret F. Beale
David A. Juvet
Ann Kaiser
Robert & Cora Kangas
David & Deborah Kanner
The Kapala Kittredge Fund of 	    	
   Fidelity Charitable
Thomas Kealey
Professor Thomas Kealy in 
   honor of Ann Page Stecker
Sandra B. Keans
Joseph Kelaghan
Kellogg Family Fund of 
   NH Charitable Foundation in  
   memory of William O. Kellogg
Jon Kelly
Marcia Kelly & Barry Harwick in 	
   memory of Jane V. W. Kelly
Mark & Elise Kendall
Sarah B. Kendall in memory of 	    	
   Wolfgang G. Natter
Robin & Leslie Kenney
The Kiefner Family Charitable Fund
Kathy Kilfara
Edith N. Kimball
Rebecca Kinhan 
Joan G. Kinne
Harry & Chris Kirsch
Anita Klein, Emerita Assoc. Professor, UNH
Paul M. Kotila
Ms. Barbara Krintz
Ira & Erica Krull
Gail LaBrecque
Karen Ladd
Judy & Gary Lamphere
Ernest Landry
Ruth Larson
Dr. Nicole Leapley
Kara J. Lee
Laurie Legard
Jeannine T. Levesque
Barbara E. Lezon
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Linder
Lyn & Klaus Lindpaintner
Debbie Liskow
Jerry & Heidi Little in memory of 	
   Dwight Dobbin
Micheline Lizotte
Dr. Richard A. Lobban, Jr.
Mary K. Long in memory of Gary Long
Margaret Longley
Ms. Caroll Lothrop
Jean Lovely
Monique Lowd
Douglas R. Lowe
Dick & Ann Ludders
Robert J. Lynn
Douglas W. Lyon in memory of 	     
   Nancy Chase Lyon
Lisa MacFarlane in honor of David Watters
James Mahoney
Rick & Linda Mahoney
Louise Malcolm
Joe & Marcie Manning
Nancy Marashio
Bryanna Marceau
Marianne & Bill Marcussen
Marlborough Historical Society, Inc.
Peter & Patricia Martin
Carl & Nancy Martland
Millicent Mason Charitable 	   	
   Account at Schwab Charitable
Grace Mattern
Angela Matthews
Kathleen & Alan Matthews
Keith McCarthy in memory of  
   Judy McCarthy
Michael McCluskey in memory of 	

   Margaret McCluskey
Delbert C. McCune
Inez McDermott & Paul Barbadoro
Pam McDonough
The Honorable Kathleen A. McGuire
Amy McIntyre & Bill Stroup
Ms. Sandra A. McKenney
Jane McKown
The Peter J. McLaughlin & Jane 	   
Kitchel McLaughlin Family Fund of 	
   Fidelity Charitable
Charlene M. McLellen in memory 	
   of James R. McLellen
Martha & Richard McLeod
Jed & Katie Merrow
Patricia Meyers
June Miller
Betty & Ben Moore
Linda M. Morrow
Judith Moyer
Mr. Henocson Mulatre
Fidelity Investments, Bedford NH
Jeffrey J. Myrdek
Kevin Natwick
Sharon Nelson
New Hampshire Center for 	   	
   Nonprofits
Charlie & Mabel Niebling in honor of  	
   Mary Nolin
George & Mary Niles
Rebecca R. Noel
Leslie Nolan
Mary Nolin
Bob & Rita Norander
Susan & Tim Norris
Northeast Delta Dental
Arlene O’Connor
John Oparowski
Sandra L. Ostman
Carole Otash
Bess Palmisciano
Bess Palmisciano in memory of 
   Brian Nowak
Wendy Palmquist
John W. Parker
Dr. & Mrs. Barrie Paster
Ms. Linda J. Patchett in memory of 	
   Brian Walsh
Robert P. Patenaude
Sandra L. Paul
Suellen & Chris Peluso
Ruth & Nick Perencevich
Robert B. & Claudette O. Perreault
   in memory of Fr. Peter Guerin, O.S.B.
Mr. & Mrs. Henry H. Peterson
Penny Pitou & Milo Pike Charitable 
Fund of the NH Charitable Foundation
Plymouth Rock Assurance
Ms. Elizabeth Poole in honor of 	    
   the Connections program
The Governor Wesley Powell Fund of 	
   the NH Charitable Foundation and 	
   Peter W. Powell
Ms. Emily D. Preston
Jeanne Stansfield Provencher
Judy Ptak
David & Joan Pushee
John Putnam
Judith F. Putnam
Putnam Foundation
Kathleen Pynn
The Questers - Amoskeag Mills
Donald & Gloria Quigley
Jo Radner in honor of Terry Farish
William J. Ranauro
John & Judith Ransmeier
Michael M. Ransmeier
Nathaniel Raymond
Joan & Len Reed
David & Celeste Reid
Barry & Nancy Reinbold
Steve & Kit Reno

Jack & Carol Resch
Janis Roberts
Nancy B. Roberts
J. Dennis Robinson
Ms. Juliana Robinson
Linda & Rick Roesch
Al & Jane Rollins
Judy Romano
Mr. Victor Rosansky
Teresa & Eric Rosenberger
Lisa & Daniel Rothman
Sandra & Stephen Rounds
Constance Roy-Czyzowski
Jean Rubé-Rainier
Jim & Carolyn Russell
Saint Anselm College
Drs. Tod Ramseyer & Beth Salerno
Hope Saltmarsh
M. Hildegarde Sanderson in 	      	
   memory of Andy Chabot
Wally Schier
Jill & John Schiffman
Patricia Schlesinger
Tom & Barbara Schnitzer
Charlene Schrom
Jonathan & Janet Schwartz
Ms. Linda Sue Scofield in honor 
   of Stephen Taylor
Stephanie Seacord
Anne S. Segal in fond memory 	     
   and appreciation of Jere Daniell
Rudolf Seitz
Paul Shagoury
Rose Shajenko
Judith Sharkey
Carol & Gene Shea-Porter
Jamie Silverstein
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Slader, Jr.
Anne O. Smith
Evan & Sae-lm Smith
Linda & Noel Smith
Peter W. Smith
Steve Spafford & Sharon Nelson
Larry & Eleanor Spencer
Susan Spiess
Freda Spiro
Connie Sprauer & Hans Rutishauser
Ann Spurr
Carol St. Jean
Liz & Frank Stevens
Richard Stott
Deanna Strand
Walter Strauch in memory of  
   Shirley Strauch
Michael Strack & Mary M. Leadbeater
Deborah Stuart
Ruth N. Stuart
Cynthia Suldenski-Roussin
Barbara Sullivan
Carolyn Sundquist
Andrew Supplee
Nancy & Don Swearer
Roger & Ann Sweet
John Sylvester, Jr.
Abner Taub & Liliane Sznycer
Herman & Joanne Tavani
Fran Taylor
Hunter Taylor
Joan Taylor in memory of William L. 
Taylor
Mary Anne Carver Taylor
Steve Taylor
Christine & John Teague
Elizabeth Tentarelli
Greg & Kathy Thesing
Hope W. Thomas
Priscilla A. Thomas
Jim Thompson
Katie Thompson
Tom & Tina Tolin-Scheper in honor 
   of Ken Burns
Ed Tomey & Maich Gardner

J. L. Tonner
Pauline J. Touzin
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Traver
Stephen & Laurel Trzaskoma
James C. Van Dongen
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Varick
Jim & Cindy Varnum
Ruslyn Vear
Dick Vee
The Volanakis Family Fund of 	    	
   Dartmouth College
Joseph Vornehm
Rachel Ward
Joseph & Linda Warner
Ann & Cassius Webb
Sandra L. Webb-Peabody in 	    	
   memory of Bill Peabody
Rick & Alice Weber
John & Gail Weeks
Stanley & Yvonne Weglarz
Carol Perera Weingeist
Christopher Wellington
Mary Ann Wesoly
Mr. David Wheeler
Katie Wells Wheeler
Kate & Frank White
Nancy Whitman
Barbara Widger
Beverly Widger
Richard & Sande Willgoose
Barry Williams in honor of Jen & Mary
Robert Williams
Andrea Williamson, Edward Jones
Tom & Christie Winmill
Catherine & Clayton Winters Michaud
Janet Wisniewski
Mr. Samuel H. Witherspoon
Elizabeth Witkowicz
Steve & Sharon Wood
Harry & Stephanie Woodley
Timothy Wright
Susan Yakutis
Shirley L. Young
Peter & Margaret Zack
Daniel & Jean Zavisza
Jeff Zellers & Eileen McCarthy in 	
   memory of Atlee & Ruth Zellers
Charlie Zoeller in honor of Kate Deschenes
Charles Zoeller in honor of Mary Nolin

Restricted Gifts:
The Cogswell Benevolent Trust (Big Read)
The Green House Group 
Hypertherm, Inc. (Roadshow)
Andew W. Mellon Foundation (Democracy 
and the Informed Citizen)
The Nashua Adult Learning Center
Anne S. Segal (Humanities to Go)
Andrea Williamson, Edward Jones 
(Roadshow)

Restricted Gifts for Connections:
Bank of America
Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
The Norwin S. and Elizabeth N.
Bean Foundation 
The Couch Family Foundation
Eversource
M&T Bank
Northeast Delta Dental
Southern NH University

In-Kind: 
Concord Monitor 
NH Public Television 
NH Public Radio 
Yankee Publishing 
 

To make a gift and support our work, 
please visit www.nhhumanities.org/Give.
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“New Hampshire Humanities has opened my world to many things I never knew existed in New Hampshire.”           	
												                    - Annual Fund supporter 



(End of FY23)

$1,249,425		

$514,541

$232,666

 
$1,233,550

Endowment funds help ensure the future of New Hampshire Humanities. They are integral to our ability 
to fulfill our mission of connecting people and ideas through high-quality humanities programs. The New 
Hampshire Humanities Board of Directors oversees all investment activity with assistance from an investment 
advisory committee. If you are interested in supporting humanities programming in perpetuity by making a 
gift to one of our endowments, please contact our Development office at 603-224-4071, ext. 113.

Endowment Funds

The Osborne Fund for Education: Restricted to programs that 
further K-12 learning in the humanities 	
			 
The Bickford Fund for Innovation: Restricted to supporting 
innovative programming in the humanities throughout NH 		
						    
The Merrill Fund: Restricted to supporting humanities programs 
in Rockingham County
					   
The Humanities to Go Fund: Restricted to partially offset the 
costs of Humanities to Go programming by reaching new 
audiences in new ways.						    
		

Endowments

New Hampshire Humanities is the beneficiary of five investment funds held by the New Hampshire 
Charitable Foundation.

Investment Accounts

Education Fund

NH Legacy Fund

William Dunfey Fund

Gilmore Fund	

NHH Council Fund	 			 

Investment Accounts

(End of FY23)

$115,123

$346,022

$16,354
 
$23,171
 
$169,211
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Robert Christie: 
Remembering a Cultural Trailblazer
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Robert William Christie (1923-2022), a passionate advocate 
for education, community service, and environmental 
conservation, dedicated his life to making a lasting impact on 
the world around him. 

Bob Christie had a deep-rooted love for his community and 
the great outdoors, fueled by a childhood spent sailing on 
Long Island Sound near his home in Freeport, NY.  After 
serving in World War II, he earned a degree at Norwich 
University in Vermont, where he fell in love with New 
England, and returned to New York to earn an MD from Long 
Island College of Medicine. Learning from a mutual friend 
that the North Country needed a pathologist, he and his wife, 
Nancy, moved their five children to Lancaster, NH in 1961, 
where he established a pathology group practice that brought 
modern laboratory services to eight rural hospitals. 

In Lancaster, the Christie family turned to gardening, skiing, 
hiking, snowshoeing, and anything that meant connection 
with the great outdoors. “He was a wake up and ‘where-are-
we-going-hiking-today kind of Dad’,” his daughter Emilie 
Burack shared. “He could not suck enough nectar out of the 
world.”

Throughout his life, Bob firmly believed in public service 
and made his mark on the community serving as chair of 
the regional school board, lay minister and member of 
the vestry at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, a member of the 
Connecticut River Joint Commission, 
and Trustee of Norwich University. 
He also established funds benefiting 
the North Country Chamber Players, 
youth literacy initiatives, and local 
conservation efforts. 

Bob served two rotations as a 
volunteer pathologist on the SS 
HOPE, a retired Navy hospital ship 
that brought medical care to third world countries. A lifelong 
learner, he received a BGS from Granite State College and 
honorary DGS from Norwich University. 

In 2007 he moved to Kendal in Hanover, where he spent much 
of the latter part of his life traveling, teaching, taking courses, 
and speaking out about his greatest concern: the unchecked 
human role in climate change. Bob felt strongly that every 
person could make a positive change in the world and is 
called to do so. These values informed his life to the end.

His family shared that he gave his entire estate to five 
organizations that he felt would “bring the most positive 

change to the world.” We are honored and grateful he 
considered New Hampshire Humanities to be among those 
five. Son-in-law, Tom Burack, reflected on Bob’s lifelong 
dedication to education, humanities, and the arts, as a 
painter, sculptor, poet, and philanthropist, “He thought it was 
important for communities to be fed by the humanities, big 
ideas, and conversation.” 

He leaves a legacy as a cultural trailblazer and forward-
thinking philanthropist through his 
support of organizations like New 
Hampshire Humanities. Bob believed 
individual actions have the power to 
make a positive impact on the world, 
and his vision and leadership will help 
New Hampshire Humanities continue to 
cultivate a vibrant cultural community 
where diverse perspectives are valued 
and intellectual curiosity thrives. 

As a legacy donor, Bob’s recent bequest to New Hampshire 
Humanities, selfless dedication to public service, and 
unwavering commitment to creating a better world leaves 
an indelible mark on the cultural landscape in his beloved 
Granite State for generations to come.

PROF ILES IN G IV ING 

Robert William Christie

“He gave his entire estate 
to five organizations that 
he felt would ‘bring the 
most positive change to 
the world.’” 

 

To learn more about how you and your loved ones can make a 
planned gift to ensure that humanities programming continues 
to be offered for future generations, please contact our 
Development office at (603) 224-4071, ext. 113. 

nhhumanities.org/Give



Federal 
Grants-NEH 
$829,387 

Contributions 
$182,841 

Donated 
Services & 
In-Kind 
Contributions 
$59,017 

Program Fees 
$5,085
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Revenues & Expenses
Revenues & Support (FY23)

Endowment 
Distributions 

$129,856 Program 
Services 
$1,168,041

Administration 
$311,287

Development 
$272,900

Expenses (FY23)

Annual Partners
Thank you to the following partner sponsors who provide year-round support for our work:

The support of our Annual Partners helps New Hampshire Humanities continue its work to connect people and ideas by funding 
and supporting statewide programs that inspire curiosity, foster civil dialogue, and explore big questions.

LEAD PARTNER

SILVER PARTNERS

MEDIA PARTNERS

“This organization is the voice of humanity, history, and 
perspective. We need to sustain it.” 		  ~ Annual Fund supporter

Fiscal year 2023 includes activity from July 1, 2022 to October 31, 2023.



2023 Annual Celebration 
of the Humanities

Thank you to our 
Annual Celebration Sponsors:

2023 PRESENTING SPONSOR

LIFELONG LEARNING SPONSORS

FRIENDS OF THE HUMANITIES

 CIVIC CHAMPION SPONSORS

MEDIA SPONSORS

Chalifour’s Flowers 
E&S Insurance Services 

Fidelity Investments 
Fiduciary Trust of New England, and 

Manchester Community College

Jodi Picoult & The Writing Life: 
More Than a Good Story

On Wednesday, November 8, 2023 at The Palace Theatre in Manchester, in 
front of a packed house of 700+, bestselling author Jodi Picoult engaged in a 
lively, onstage conversation with then NH Poet Laureate Alexandria Peary. Picoult 
shared insights into her writing process, the inspiration behind her novels, and the 
importance of storytelling in today’s world.The prolific writer of 30 novels, Picoult 
spoke about her work habits, her writing and research process, her collaborations 
with other writers, what brings her joy, and what it's like to see the disparate 
reactions to her books, which have been both banned and adapted into popular 
films and an off-Broadway musical.

Among the many highlights of the evening was the 2023 Excellence in the 
Humanities Award, presented to Maren C. Tirabassi, for her longtime and far-

reaching contributions to the people of New Hampshire. 
Maren is a former Portsmouth Poet Laureate who moonlights 
as a mystery author and a United Church of Christ pastor. 
She is author or editor of 23 books, one of which is being 
translated into Swahili and Luganda. Maren served as a 
facilitator in our Connections book discussion groups for more 
than 15 years, was a popular Humanities to Go presenter, 
facilitator in the former “What’s NH Reading?” program, and 
project humanist for many New Hampshire Humanities grant-
funded projects.  

As we reflect on the success of the 2023 annual celebration, we are already 
looking forward to this year’s celebration on Wednesday, October 16 at the Tupelo 
Music Hall in Derry. In a rare public appearance, Gregory Maguire, author of Wicked: 
The Life and Times of the Wicked Witch of the West, will join us as keynote speaker in 
a fascinating on-stage conversation with Jaed Coffin, associate professor of creative 
writing at the University of New Hampshire. Maguire’s wildly popular Wicked series, 
which later became the blockbuster Broadway musical, will be released as a film 
the day before Thanksgiving. 

nhhumanities.org/celebrate
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8/4 Ӏ WILMOT Ӏ 2:00 PM 
Walking in the Woods with Robert Frost: Seeing 
Nature Through the Words of America’s Loved Poet 
Presented by Jeffrey Zygmont 
Wilmot Public Library, 11 North Wilmot Road 
Contact: Wilmot Public Library, 603-526-6408 

8/4 Ӏ WILMOT Ӏ 4:00 PM 
Songs of Emigration: Storytelling Through 
Traditional Irish Music 
Presented by Jordan Tirrell-Wysocki 
North Wilmot Church, 3 Breezy Hill Road 
Contact: Ann Davis, 603-526-6960 

8/6 Ӏ LITTLETON Ӏ 6:00 PM 
The Connecticut: New England’s Great River 
Presented by Adair D. Mulligan 
Littleton Public Library, 92 Main Street 
Contact: Meagan Carr, 603-444-5741 

8/6 Ӏ MEREDITH Ӏ 7:00 PM 
Exemplary Country Estates of New Hampshire 
Presented by Cristina Ashjian 
Meredith Community Center, 1 Circle Drive 
Contact: Rudy VanVeghten, 603-260-7493 

8/7 Ӏ WEIRS Ӏ 7:00 PM 
The Hidden History of Lake Winnipesaukee 
Presented by Glenn A. Knoblock 
Lake Winnipesaukee Museum 
503 Endicott North (Route 3) 
Contact: 603-366-5950 

8/7 Ӏ GREENVILLE Ӏ 7:00 PM 
History and Mystery: A Genealogy Starter Guide 
Presented by Erin Moulton 
Chamberlin Free Public Library, 46 Main Street 
Contact: 603-878-1105
 
8/8 Ӏ LACONIA Ӏ 6:00 PM 
Songs of Emigration: Storytelling Through 
Traditional Irish Music 
Presented by Jordan Tirrell-Wysocki 
Laconia Public Library, 695 Main Street 
Contact: Sarah Frost, 603-524-4775

8/8 Ӏ CHESTERFIELD Ӏ 6:30 PM (VIRTUAL) 
Fierce Females: Women in Art 
Presented by Jane Oneail 
Hosted by the Chesterfield Library 
Contact: Chesterfield Library, 603-363-4621

8/8 Ӏ AUBURN Ӏ 6:30 PM 
New Hampshire’s Long Love-Hate Relationship 
with Its Agricultural Fairs 
Presented by Steve Taylor 
Auburn Historical Musum, 102 Hooksett Road 
Contact: Pat Clement, 603-722-5251 

8/8 Ӏ SUNAPEE Ӏ 7:00 PM 
Discovering New England Stone Walls 
Presented by Kevin Gardner 
Flanders-Osborne Museum, 74 Main Street 
Contact: Becky Rylander, 603-763-9872 

8/8 Ӏ PEMBROKE Ӏ 7:00 PM 
Henry Dearborn - From Captain to  
Cabinet Secretary 
Presented by George R. Morrison 
Pemroke Town Library, 313 Pembroke Street 
Contact: Sally Hyland, 603-566-1031 

8/11 Ӏ DEERING Ӏ 11:30 AM (HYBRID) 
Discovering New England Stone Walls 
Presented by Kevin Gardner 
Deering Community Church Sherwood Hall 
763 Deering Center Road 
Contact: Jeanne Bartlett, 603-933-2967

8/13 Ӏ SALEM Ӏ 7:00 PM 
Perspectives Book Group: Peyton Place 
Presented by Tammi Truax
Salem Historical Society, 310 Main Street 
Contact: Linda Moriarty, 603-327-7311

8/14 Ӏ CONCORD Ӏ 2:00 PM 
Covered Bridges of NH - Past and Present 
Presented by Kim Varney Chandler 
The Pierce Manse, 14 Horseshoe Pond Lane 
Contact: Phyllis Gagnon, 603-714-4878 

8/14 Ӏ CANAAN Ӏ 7:00 PM 
NH Abolitionist Nathaniel Peabody Rogers
Presented by Rebecca R. Noel 
Canaan Meetinghouse, 465 Canaan Street 
Contact: John Bergeron, 603-525-9622

8/16 Ӏ BEDFORD Ӏ 3:00 PM 
Perspectives Book Group: Peyton Place 
Presented by Tammi Truax
Bedford Public Library, 3 Meetinghouse Road
Contact: reference@bedfordnh.org 

8/16 Ӏ CONCORD Ӏ 5:00 PM (VIRTUAL) 
Humanities@Home: Who Counts as the Volk? 
Migration and Rising Nationalism in Germany 
Presented by Kate Zambon
New Hampshire Humanities, 117 Pleasant St. 
Contact: programs@nhhumanities.org

8/17 Ӏ CENTER HARBOR Ӏ 10:00 AM 
Discovering New England Stone Walls 
Presented by Kevin Gardner 
Center Harbor Bandstand, 36 Main Street 
Contact: James E. Nichols Memorial Library, 
603-253-6950 

8/20 Ӏ PLAISTOW Ӏ 6:00 PM 
Drawing Community: Creating Comics 
from Shared Stories 
Presented by Marek Bennett 
Plaistow Public Library, 85 Main Street 
Contact: 603-382-6011

8/21 Ӏ PORTSMOUTH Ӏ 12:00 PM 
Lafayette and the Farewell Tour: 
Odyssey of an American Idol 
Presented by Alan R. Hoffman 
Warner House Carriage House, 150 Daniel St. 
Contact: The Warner House, 603-436-5909
 
8/21 CANAAN 7:00 PM 
Late In Arriving, How Electricity Changed 
Rural New Hampshire Life 
Presented by Steve Taylor 
Canaan Meetinghouse, 465 Canaan Street 
Contact: John Bergeron, 603-525-9622
 
8/22 TILTON 12:15:00 PM 
Robert Frost on the Farm: New Hampshire 
Farming in 1900 as Told by the Poet 
Presented by Jeffrey Zygmont 
Tilton Senior Center, 11 Grange Road 
Contact: Cindy Clarenbach, 603-527-8291

8/26 Ӏ GREENLAND Ӏ 7:00 PM 
Perspectives Book Group: Never Caught: 
The Washingtons’ Relentless Pursuit of Their 
Runaway Slave, Ona Judge 
Presented by Tammi Truax
Weeks Public Library, 36 Post Road 
Contact: programming@weekspubliclibrary.org

Calendar NEW HAMPSHIRE HUMANITIES  
AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 2024 EVENTS

This list includes programs that were booked at the time of printing. For more programs, please check our online calendar at www.nhhumanities.org.

The Hidden History of Lake Winnipesaukee, presented by Glenn A. Knoblock. Photo: The town docks of Wolfeboro as seen from Lake Winnipesaukee



8/27 | EAST KINGSTON | 7:00 PM 
Brewing in NH: An Informal History of Beer in the 
Granite State from Colonial Times to the Present 
Presented by Glenn A. Knoblock 
East Kingston Library, 47 Maplevale Road 
Contact: East Kingston Library, 603-642-8333 

8/28 | RUMNEY | 5:30 PM 
A Walk Back in Time: The Secrets of Cellar Holes 
Presented by Adair D. Mulligan 
Rumney Historical Society, 12 Buffalo Road 
Contact: Rumney Hist. Society, 603-786-9291 

8/3 | HARRISVILLE | 10:00 AM 
“A Nation Once Again”: Ireland’s Road to 
Independence, 1169-1999 
Presented by Mary Kelly 
Harrisville Public Library, 7 Canal Street 
Contact: Harrisville Library, 603-827-2918 

9/3 | EXETER | 7:00 PM 
Range the Wild Woods Over: Loggers’ Songs 
and Stories 
Presented by Jeff Warner 
Exeter Town Hall, 9 Front Street 
Contact: Barbara Rimkunas, 603-778-2335 

9/4 | LEE | 7:00 PM 
History and Mystery: A Genealogy Starter Guide 
Presented by Erin Moulton 
Lee Public Library, 9 Mast Road 
Contact: Lee Public Library, 603-659-2626 

9/5 | CENTER BARNSTEAD | 6:00 PM 
Before Peyton Place: In Search of the 
Real Grace Metalious 
Presented by Robert B. Perreault 
Oscar Foss Library, 111 South Barnstead Road 
Contact: 603-269-3900 

9/5 | GREENVILLE | 7:00 PM (VIRTUAL) 
Jennie Powers: The Woman Who Dares 
Presented by Jenna Carroll 
Contact: Chamberlin Free Public Library, 
603-878-1105 

9/8 | WILMOT | 12:00 PM 
Music in My Pockets: Family Fun in Folk Music 
Presented by Jeff Warner 
Wilmot Town Common, 9 Kearsarge Valley Road 
Contact: Meg Dugan, 603-526-7934 

9/10 | PLAISTOW | 6:00 PM 
From Mickey to Magoo: The Golden Age of 
American Animation 
Presented by Margo Burns 
Plaistow Public Library, 85 Main Street 
Contact: Plaistow Public Library, 603-382-6011 

9/10 | FREMONT | 7:00 PM 
A Visit with Abraham Lincoln 
Presented by Steve Wood 
Fremont Public Library, 7 Jackie Bernier Drive 
Contact: Fremont Hist. Society, 603-303-6383 

9/11 | SANDOWN | 7:00 PM 
New England’s Colonial Meetinghouses and 
Their Impact on American Society 
Presented by Paul Wainwright 
Sandown Town Hall, 320 Main Street 
Contact: Heritage Commission, 603-887-5131 

9/12 | MANCHESTER | 8:30 PM 
Inside The Mind of a Genius: Leonardo Da Vinci: 
A Film Premiere and Conversation with Ken Burns 
Presented by the Grappone Humanities Institute 
Saint Anselm College, 100 Saint Anselm Drive 
Contact: 603-641-7000 

9/14 | NORTH HAMPTON | 11:00 AM 
A Walk Back in Time: The Secrets of Cellar Holes 
Presented by Adair D. Mulligan 
North Hampton Public Library, 239 Atlantic Ave.
Contact: 603-964-6326 

9/17 | MERRIMACK | 7:00 PM 
Fabergé Imperial Easter Eggs 
Presented by Marina Forbes 
Merrimack Historical Society, 10 Depot Street 
Contact: 603-424-5207 

9/17 | SANBORNVILLE | 7:00 PM 
New Hampshire’s One-Room Rural Schools: 
The Romance and the Reality 
Presented by Steve Taylor 
Gafney Library, 14 High Street 
Contact: Jennifer Rich, 603-522-6713 

9/17 | BARTLETT | 7:00 PM 
That Reminds Me of A Story 
Presented by Rebecca Rule 
Bartlett Public Library, 1313 US Route 302 
Contact: Bartlett Public Library, 603-374-2755 
 
9/17 | NEW HAMPTON | 7:00 PM 
Songs of Old New Hampshire 
Presented by Jeff Warner 
Gordon-Nash Library, 69 Main Street 
Contact: Juliet Kirzner, 603-217-7665 

9/19 | CHICHESTER | 6:00 PM 
Liberty Is Our Motto! Songs and Stories 
of the Hutchinson Family Singers 
Presented by Steve Blunt 
Chichester Grange/Town Hall, 54 Main Street 
Contact: Chichester Town Library, 603-798-5613 

9/19 | MEREDITH | 7:00 PM 
Covered Bridges of NH - Past and Present 
Presented by Kim Varney Chandler 
Meredith Community Center, 1 Circle Drive 
Contact: Loren McCabe, 603-496-6907 

9/20 Ӏ CONCORD Ӏ 5:00 PM (VIRTUAL)  
Humanities@Home: Native American Identity, 
Sovereignty, & Tribal Enrollment: Understanding 
the History of Tribal Membership and the 
Contemporary Impact on Dating  
Presented by Danielle D. Lucero 
New Hampshire Humanities, 117 Pleasant St.  
Contact: programs@nhhumanities.org 

9/21 | KINGSTON | 10:00 AM 
From Mickey to Magoo: The Golden Age of 
American Animation 
Presented by Margo Burns 
Kingston Community Library, 2 Library Lane 
Contact: 603-642-3521 

9/21 | SALISBURY | 1:00 PM 
Songs of Old New Hampshire 
Presented by Jeff Warner 
Salisbury Free Library, 641 Old Turnpike Road 
Contact: Salisbury Free Library, 603-648-2278 

9/21 | LEBANON | 7:30pm 
Sarah Vowell 
Presented by Lebanon Opera House 
Lebanon Opera House, 52 North Park Street 
Contact: boxoffice@lebanonoperahouse.org 

9/24 | BRISTOL | 6:30 PM 
Songs of Old New Hampshire 
Presented by Jeff Warner 
Minot-Sleeper Library, 35 Pleasant Street 
Contact: Lucille Keegan, 603-744-2751 

9/24 | STRATHAM | 6:30 PM 
Covered Bridges of NH - Past and Present 
Presented by Kim Varney Chandler 
Wiggin Memorial Library, 10 Bunker Hill Avenue 
Contact: Tricia Ryden, 6030-772-4346 

9/24 | NASHUA | 7:00 PM 
Heroes and Homecomings: 
Norman Rockwell and World War II 
Presented by Jane Oneail 
Speare Museum, 5 Abbott Street 
Contact: Nashua Historical Society, 603-883-0015 

9/25 | KEENE | 9:00am 
Radically Rural Summit 
Presented by Hannah Grimes Center 
for Entrepreneurship 
Colonial Theatre, 95 Main Street 
Contact: Julianna Dodson, 603-352-5063 

9/26 | TAMWORTH | 7:00 PM 
Range the Wild Woods Over: Loggers’ 
Songs and Stories 
Presented by Jeff Warner 
Remick Country Doctor Museum & Farm 
58 Cleveland Hill Road 
Contact: James Cruickshank, 603-323-7591 

9/27 | HILL | 6:00 PM 
Covered Bridges of NH - Past and Present 
Presented by Kim Varney Chandler 
Hill Library, 1151 Parker Mountain Road 
Contact: Hill Library, 603-664-2800

Fierce Females: 
Women in Art, 
presented by Jane Oneail 

(Self Portrait, Artemesia 
Gentileschi, 1593)

Program types/titles are color coded:
   Humanities to Go 
   Community Project Grant Funded 
   Perspectives Book Groups
   Special Program
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New Hampshire Humanities connects people and 
ideas by funding and supporting statewide programs 

that inspire curiosity, foster civil dialogue 

and explore big questions.

2024 ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF THE HUMANITIES! OCTOBER 16 • TUPELO MUSIC HALL, DERRY 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER: G R E G O RY M AG U I R E, A U T H O R O F W I C K E D  • nhhumanities.org/celebrate

“No one controls 
your destiny. Even 
at the very worst 
- there is always 
choice.”

~ Gregory Maguire, Wicked: 
The Life and Times of the 
Wicked Witch of the West
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