
New Hampshire Humanities offers essential 
opportunities for discovery, self-reflection, and 
lifelong learning by fostering civil discourse and 
bringing ideas from the humanities to the people 
of New Hampshire. We connect people with ideas.

For more than 45 years, we’ve been connecting 
people to culture, history, places, and one another. 
We bring the thrill of discovery and the power of 
ideas to people of all walks of life, from all corners 
of our state.

Why humanities?

P I N T - S I Z E D  C O N V E R S A T I O N S  A B O U T  B I G  I D E A S

Connecting people with ideas
www.nhhumanities.org

Join us at our upcoming Ideas on Tap programs!
(All events are 5:30-7:30 pm)

The Heat Is On: New Hampshire & Climate Change 
MONDAY, MARCH 16 • Area 23, Concord

Mind the Gap: The Impact of Income Inequality on Our Democracy
TUESDAY, APRIL 14 • Six Burner Bistro, Plymouth

Real or Fake? Making Our Way in Post-Fact America  
TUESDAY, JUNE 16 • Stark Brewing Company, Manchester

 
RSVP at www.nhhumanities.org/ideas.

2020 Ideas on Tap Sponsors:

HIGHER EDUCATION
The Great Equalizer?

MONDAY, JANUARY 13, 2020
5:30-7:30 pm • Area 23 • Concord



Moderator
Dr. Tricia Peone, Public Programs Manager, New Hampshire Humanities, 
runs the Humanities to Go, Humanities@Work, Ideas on Tap, and podcast 
programs. She holds a Ph.D. from UNH in early American history with 
a specialization in the history of science. She is a proud community 
college graduate, and earned a B.S. and M.A. in history from SUNY 
Brockport. Before joining New Hampshire Humanities in 2018, Tricia 
taught courses on New England history as an adjunct professor and 
worked as a historical consultant in the cultural resources industry. 
She is an expert on the history of magic and the occult from the Renaissance to today. She 
enjoys paying the minimum every month on her student loans, and remains cautiously 
optimistic about the Public Service Loan Forgiveness program.

Panelists
Dr. Larissa Baía brings over 18 years of higher education experience to 
her work as President of Lakes Region Community College (LRCC). She 
began working at LRCC in July of 2012 as Vice President for Student 
Services and Enrollment Management. Prior to LRCC, she worked in 
higher education administration at both private and public institutions, 
and has been an adjunct instructor in Comparative Politics and 
International Relations. Some of her professional interests are in the 
areas of student success, equity and inclusion, immigrant and refugee 
advocacy, and internationalization of the curriculum. Dr. Baía received a B.A. in Economics 
with a minor in Latin American Studies from Brandeis University, an M.A. in Latin American 
Studies, and a Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of Florida. 

Dr. Jasmeial “Jazz” Jackson has served as Associate Dean of First 
Year Experience, Retention, and Special Programs at Southern 
New Hampshire University since 2016. In this role, Dr. Jackson is a 
collaborative partner with every institutional division, ensuring a 
holistic, intentional student experience that equips learners with the 
knowledge and skills they need to successfully transition to college 
work and achieve their academic goals. He works on strategic teams 
across the university to coordinate college-wide retention initiatives. 
He lives by a quote by Mahatma Gandhi “Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if 
you were to live forever.” 

Dr. Marcia Schmidt Blaine is Executive Director of Government 
Relations and Special Projects at Plymouth State University and has 
been thinking deeply about the value of higher education in general 
and public higher education specifically for many years. As a historian, 
Blaine comes to this conversation from a humanist’s point of view. 
Blaine holds a B.A. from the College of William and Mary and a Ph.D. 
in history from the University of New Hampshire. She was a Fellow 
with the American Council on Education for the 2015-2016 academic 
year. She also served as the Executive Director of the Museum of the White Mountains at 
Plymouth State.

Rachel Avery is a history and English undergraduate in her final 
semester at the University of New Hampshire at Manchester. She 
works on campus in the Office of Student Engagement as the Student 
Program Director and Peer Assistant Leader. Rachel also researches 
college food insecurity and helped create a food pantry on campus. 
This past fall she interned at New Hampshire Humanities and traveled 
statewide to evaluate public history programming.

Welcome!
Thank you for attending Ideas on Tap, New Hampshire 
Humanities’ series of “pint-sized conversations about big ideas.” 
 

What do you think?
• Does higher education have the power to fix social and 
economic inequalities?

• What is the impact of New Hampshire’s higher education 
landscape on our workforce? 
 
• How has the college experience changed over time, and what 
does the future hold? 
 
• What can you do with a degree in the humanities?

Please feel free to write a question to the panelists 
on the question cards provided at your table, or 
by raising your hand for the roving microphone. 

We’ll try to answer as many questions as time allows.

Further reading suggestions are available at 
www.nhhumanities.org/ideas.

And be sure to join us for the next three 
Ideas on Tap programs in 2020! 

(See back cover for schedule)

New Hampshire Humanities programs are made possible in part by a grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH). Any views, findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed 
in this these programs do not necessarily represent those of the NEH or New Hampshire Humanities.


